The cottontail rabbit herpesvirus is presently classified in subgroup A of the herpesviruses, whereas the virus is strongly cell associated and belongs in subgroup B.
In a generally accepted scheme for the classification of herpesviruses, Melnick et al. (1, 2) proposed that these deoxyribonucleic acid-containing viruses (3) and then stained with crystal violet.
Data presented in Fig. 1 indicate that the titer of CAV remained constant during the first 12 to 14 hr after infection, increased steadily over the ensuing 35 to 40 hr, and remained constant thereafter. In contrast, CFV increased during the interval from 25 to 60 hr postinfection and constituted a very minor fraction of the total infective virus present. In repeated experiments, the fraction of CFV never exceeded 1% of the total infectious virus; for this reason, we believe that the CRH virus should be considered a cell-bound virus and, therefore, classified in subgroup B of the herpesviruses.
